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Two Commanders Fall In Battle

Dragoon 2LT Commands Co A

CAMP ENARI — One of the
worst ordeals of the week dur-
ing the Baittle For Dak To came
for a single 4th Infantry Divi-
gion company and one of its
men, Second Lieutenant Charles
W. Perkins (McGehee, Ark.),
who took command on two occa-
sions after his company com-
mander had fallen in action and
brought his men through two
nights in a jungle hell.

Lieutenant Perkins first took
over Company A, 3rd Battalion,
8th Infantry on Nov. 4, when
the company commander was
fatally wounded in a skirmish.

A first lieutenant was later
sent in to take command of the
company and give them the as-
signment of leading it with an-
other company up a ridgeline
to. Hill 724.

On the first afternoon, mov-
ing out of a draw, the Dragoon
company was pinned down by
heavy machine gun fire, 2LT
Perkins moved up to the side
of the commander just in time
to see him critically wounded.

He took over once again and
maneuvered a platoon around
the machine gun’s flank so it
could be knocked out by a gre-
nade,

The lieatenant then super-
vised the nightmarish operation
of lifting out wounded by sling

L

in the dark because there was
no place for helicopters to land.

Evacuation of dead and
wounded took well into the next
afternoon, hampered by NVA
probes and mortar attacks.

The Dragoon company dug in
that night just in time to throw
back a full-scale charge by the
NVA.

Al the height of the fight, 2LT
Perkins had to call in an air
strike within 25 yards of his

line, then fight off the NVA with
his own M-16 when direct mor-
tar hits knocked out the three
bunkers in front of his position.

The wounded again went out
in the dark.

Company A, with some 60
men left out of the 142 who
started the week's [ighting, was
pulled out of the jungle by Nov.
7. In their final effort before
they left, the Dragoon company
counted 110 NVA bodies,

Red Warriors Get Five
More Infantry Units

BAN BLECH — The "“Red
Warriors Regiment' is what
some of the men of the 1st Bat-
talion, 12th Infantry are joking-
Iy calling their battalion.

The reason is that recently
while operating in the 2nd Bri-
gade's “Rubber Tree" area of
operations they were swollen to
almost three times its normal
size with attached units.

The Red Warriors usual four
rifle companies, were joined by
Company A, 1st Battalion, %th
Infantry and Company A, 1st
Battalion, 22nd Infantry. In ad-
dition, two Civilian Irregular
Defense Group companys and a
Regional Force company were
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CALLING IN —An Ivyman from the 3rd Battalion, Sth Infaniry calls
his headquarters with a situatlon report. The Drageons have been
involved in the Batile For Dak To in the Operation MacArthur

area. (USA Photo by SP4 John Olmstead)

attached, Three batleries of ar-
tillery were firing in support of
the operation.

“We've been anxious to par-
ticipate with the local forces,
both to take advantage of their
knowlege of térrain and io
teach them some of our meth-
ods of operation,” commented
Lieutenanl Colonel Harold Birch
(Leavenworth, Kan.), Red War-
riors" commander,

“In this we've noliced a tre-
mendous willingness to cooper-
ate, learn and to teach our sol-
diers,” LTC Birch continued.

“We've been  fortunate  to
have two fine 4th Divizion com-
panies working with us; Com-
pany A, lst Battalion, #th In-
fantry and Company A, 1st Bat-
talion, 22nd Infantry. Both of
them are fine companies and
both have fine commanding of-
ficers. They made the job of
commanding nine companies
easier."”

attle For Dak To Rages On

704 Enemy Bodies
After First 9 Days

CAMP ENARI—As the Battle For Dak To raged
into its tenth day, 4th Infantry Division units and 173rd

Airborne Brigade elements, vmrkinﬁ with the Iv
gion in Operation MacArthur, ha

Divi-

accounted for 704

dead North Vietnamese soldiers by body count, :

The fighting which began Nov. 4 has been the heavi-
est fighting in the Central Highlands in three months and
showed no signs of slowing down.

The paratroopers

a rugged, mountainous jungle terrain. The area ;
as some of the Central Highlands' thickest

deacﬁ%ed

jungle.

and infantrymen are operating in

has been

The Ivymen were facing an estimated NVA division

equipped with “just about ev

Regulars
Capture
Launcher

CAMP ENARI — Infantrymen
of the Ivy Division got their
hands on a much sought-after
picce of enemy equipment
thanks (o a North Vietnamese
Army master sergeant who
turned himself in and then led
the Ivymen to his hidden 122-
mm rocket launcher.

The launcher for the 122mm
rocket was the first captured in
the Republic of Vietnam. Other
elements of the free forces cap-
tured & second launcher the
same day, however.

“Acquisition of the launcher
was more a giveaway than a
capture,” according to an Ivy
Division spokesman,

Infantrymen from the divi-
gion's 1st Battalion, 22nd Infan-
try, were pressing after the
fleeing: NVA who had launched
rockets al installations near
Pleiku a few hours earlier,

The NVA sergeant approached
the Regulars and gave himself
up as a Chieu Hoi—an RVN
program whereby enemy troops
can lay down their arms and
ask for assimilation in the South
Vietnamese population. After
surrendering he took the Ivy-
men to the launcher.

ery weapon imaginable,” ac-
cording to a division spokes-
man. The Batile For Dak To
centered around a strategic
hill, Hill 724, just four miles
from the Cambodian border,

For a summary of the Battle
For Dak To action see page 8.
E L L

For a story on how the Ivy
Division was primed and ready
for the Baitle For Dauk To see

page 3.

The ordeal of ome Ivy Divi-
sion company and one platoon
leader who took command of
that company twice is described

on page 1.
L] L *

An early clash of a platoon
who counld have repeated his-
tory, *“The Dirty Dozen,” Is on
o 3.‘ » .

How the 1si Battalion, 2Ind
Infantry deall a severe blow to
the NVA during an assoclated
battle south of Plelku is on page
.

where Ivymen faced several
enemy charges described as
“almost human-wave propor-
tion.""

General William C. Westmore-
land, commander of the Mili-
tary Assistance Command, Viet-
nam, stated the Communists
suffered a “servere setback"
after a visit to the area.

General Creighton W,
Abrams, deputy (o General
Westmoreland, visited the bat-
tlefield and said the Battle For

(Continued on Back Page)

Chaplain Baptizes Lieutenant
He Married In Hawaii On R&R

DAK ‘T — The early morn-
ing fog prevented the sunlight
from shining through as the
jeep moved slowly down a
small, narrow, winding road in
Dak To.

The morning was to be a
memorable one for First Lieu-
tenant James P. Wheeler
(Mémphis, Tenn.), reconnais-
sance platoon leader, Znd Bat-
talion (Mechanized), 8th Infan-
try.

The air was crisp and biting
as 1LT Wheeler and Chaplain
(Captain) Thomas Deal (Luray,
Va.) maneuvered over the road
to a nearby stream.

Chaplain Deal had already
played an important part in 1LT
Wheeler's life and this morning
he was to play another major
role. Chaplain Deal was going
to baptize the reconnaissance
leader,

The young officer had ap-
proached Chaplain Deal three

months earlier prior and had
told him of his desire to become
a member of the Lucy Baptist
Church in Millington, Tenn. He
asked if it would be possible
for the chaplain to perform the
necessary services,

Upon learning of 1LT Wheel-
er's desire to become baptized,
Chaplain Deal set out to work.
He wrote the Lucy Baptist
Church and told them of 1LT
Wheelers wish to  join their
church and asked if he might
serve as an agent of the church
in baptizing the officer.

Reverend Cecil E. Smith, pas-
tor of the church replied that
he was pglad to hear of 1LT
Wheeler's request.

“Upon notification from you
that he has been baptized,
James Wheeler's name will be
entered in our books as a full-
fledged member of the Lucy
Baptist Church,”” wrote the pas-
tor,

the

Due to many missions

that had to be carried out by
the Reconnaissance Platoon,
Chaplain Deal had to postpone
the baptism for three months
during which time 1ILT Wheeler
and Chaplain Deal went on R&R
to Hawail. While on R&R the
recon leader was married.
Chaplain Deal performed the
ceremony at the Makiki Church
in Honolulu,

The fog still persisted as 1LT
Wheeler walked—fully clothed—
into the small stream. Scrip-
lures and prayers were spoken
as soft organ music filled the
air from a small tape recorder
on the bank of the stream, The
sun peeped out under the fog as
1LT Wheeler made his declara-
tion of faith,

One hour later the officer and
his platoon climbed on helicop-
ters which took them on a com-
bat assault in a suspected ene-
my area. 1ILT Wheeler scemed
to walk a little prouder with a
new feeling of security.
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ith Sound Of Music

By SP4 Wayne Nicholas

CAMP ENARI — The
4th Infantry Division's
Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company Band
keeps busy mollifying the
sound of war with the
sound of music in the Cen-
tral Highlands.

The 46-member band
plays just about every-
where.

Chief Warrant Officer
Lyman S. Hall (Kailua, Ha-
waii), the bandmaster, ex-
plained that his band plays
at all kinds of military
formations, including
change of command and
award ceremonies.

It provides troop enter-
tainment both at the divi-
sion base camp and at for-
ward firebases.

It has contributed to the
division’s civic action pro-
gram by performing at
nearby Montagnard villages
and large Vietnamese cities
such as Pleiku.

The purpose of the band
“is to provide music to
maintain troop morale and
esprit de corps and to im-
prove relationships with
the local community,” ex-
plained CWO Hall, a grad-
uate of both the Army and
Air Force’s bandmaster

schools,
= DUHN &

THE BAND STRIKES UP AS THE IVY DIVISION'S AMBASSADOR OF SOUND DURING A PLEIKU CEREMONY.
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Anatomy Of An Assault

No Contact Made Thls Time

By 'MPC Willlss Graber
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SNIP, SNIP—SP4 Jim Rock (Allentown, Pa.) has his own barber
shop complete with traditional pele in the boonies at the 1st

Battalion, 22nd Infantry’s firebhase.

{USA Photo)

CAMP ENARI — Since Nowv.
4, the Ivy Division and elements
of the 173rd Airborne Brigade
attached to the division for Op-
eration MacArthur have been
engaged in the Baitle For Dak
To. A day by day summary of
the battle which raged for more
than 9 days leaving over T
enemy bodies on the battlefield
follows.

Nov. 4 — The 1st Battalion,
HMnd Infantry took 40 B2Zmm
mortar rounds and probing at-
tacks from three sides of their
night position between 10 p.m.
and early morming. 25 NVA
dead.

Further north, the ird Batlal-
ion, 8th Infantry made two con-
tacts with small NVA forces. 8
NVA dead.

A Dragoon platoon attacking
the ridgeline on Hill 724 was
beaten back by an estimated
NVA battalion,

Nov. 5 — Scattered fighting
resumed in the morning south-
west of Dak To.

Two companies from the 3rd
Battalion, Infantry took the
Hill 724 rvidgeline but the NVA
had disappeared. More bodies
ran the toll to 37 NVA dead.

Enemy mortar and small
arms [ire poured on positions
of the 3rd Battalion, 12th In-
fantry and 3rd Battalion 8th In-
fantry, about 10 miles apart.

The Braves were in contact
for 3%-hours,

Nov. 6 — Paratroopers of the

178rd Airborne Brigadu report-
ed killing 84 NVA. One company

Why He Did It

Chieu Hoi Gives 122mm Gift

CAMP ENARI — What moti-
vates & man to participate in
the Chieu Hol Program? Hun-
ger, thirst, disillusionment with
the war, or is there something
more far reaching?

The 15t Battalfon, 22nd Infan-
iry's Reconnaissance and Civil
Affairs team recently collected
a Chieu Hoi during a village
search.

One reason this NVA squad
leader decided to become a
Chieun Hoi was greatly influ-
enced by the dedicated work
of Isch, eivil affairs team’s
Army of the Republic of Viet-
nam interpreter.

In talking to the NVA, Isch
formed an immediate friendship
with the prisoner, He was hun-

and Isch fed him his own
galinn lunch. The man was
thirsty and he gave him his can-
teen to drink from,

“I could see that he was ter-

ribly frightened, so 1 told him
that he was safe, that he was
now among friends,” comment-
ed Isch.

The NVA was wary at first,
and asked that he not be beat-
en, a5 his communist leaders
had informed would be his fate.

Explaining the Chieu Hoi Pro-
gram to the NVA, Isch told him
what the advantages were, a
chance to start over again and
a chance to be free.

Isch in the pursuing line of
conversation, learned that the
man had a weapon. He asked
him if he would lead him to it

The NVA soldier asked Isch
one more time to explain the
Chieu Hoi Program. This done,
the NVA got up and proceeded
to lead the Regulars to one of
the most important finds of the
war, a 122mm rocket launcher,
the first one to be captured in
the 4th Division.
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Isch commented, "When we
got near the small clump of
trees, I asked him what kind
of weapon he had. He said it
was a mortar, and [ told him
that was very good. But T
couldn’'t believe it when he
pointed to this rocket launcher
and said *There it is.” I just
hugged him to show him how
happy we were."”

Through the effort of one very
hard working interpreter, com-
bined with other influencing fac-
tors, this man chose 1o take
the path of a Chieu Hoi and a
new starl on life.

Battle For Dak To Summary

First Eight Days

battled the NVA [or nearly
4-hours before it was reinforced
by a second company.

Nov. 7 — Ivymen clashed
four times with NVA including
a sliff batile for a bunker com-
plex & miles from Dak To. NVA
toll for Nov. 67 ran to 96.

By the end of the day, Ivy-
men were in firm control of
Hill 724's 3.500 to 4,000 foot
ridgeline.

Nov, 8 — Two 3rd Batm!}:rn.
#th Infantry companies ran into
heavy machine gun fire from
entrenched NVA along Hill 724.

NVA losses were reported as
up to 148,

Two enemy backpacked flame
throwers were among the weap-
ons captured,

Elements of the 3rd Battalion,
12th Infantry were engaged in
a 3-hour fire fight.

Nov. 8§ — Ivymen again tan-
gled with NVA while sweeping
the Dak To battlefield and
found bodies bringing the NVA
toll to 236,

Nov. 10 — Elements of the
ird Battalion, 12th Infantry
were engaged in oa fire fight
with an unknown size enemy
force while moving up Hill 724,

The 3rd Battalion, $th Infan-
try reported enemy contact dur-
ing the night.

Enemy losses were now 403

by body count,

Nov. 11 — Elements of the
173rd came under heavy mor-
tar and small arms fire. Four
hours after the clash broke ouf,
U.5. reinforcements arrived.
Four hours later, the gunfire
died down, 103 NVA bodies were
reported.

A few miles away [rom the

ratroopers’ battle, the 3rd

attalion, 8th Infantry was
again locked in batile on Hill
724. Fire broke out at 3:10 p.m.
Small arms stopped after dark
while mortars continued on and
off all night as did several
close-in charges by the NVA.

Dak To ...

{Continued rom Page 1)
Dak To was the third Com-
munist attempt in recent weeks
to grab contral of South Viet-
namese provinces along the
Cambodian border.

He said U.S. intelligence had
learned of the plan and Ffoiled
it

By IVY LEAF press time, the
Battle of Dak To was raging
into its tenth day with only
skimpy reports being available,

SGT Thought He Was
Ready For This Sniper

CHEO REO—Sergeant Dennis Thunader (Detroit) is a grizzled
fighter who has spent countless days and nights listening and
watching for the enemy. He is a team leader for a small bul
highly professional team of men, members of a Long Range
Reconnaissance Platoon. This is his second tour of Vietnam.

Sometimes, even highly skilled and specially trained jungle
fighters are fooled by the jungle itself,

His team had been on the move all day, looking for the
enemy or signs that he was in the area.

Suddenly the entire team heard movement and took up a ready

position, waiting.

“Tt sounded like a platoon out there. They would move, then
be quiet, and the brush would cackle again,”” remarked the

sergeant.

What seemed like an eternity, but was only a few nervous
minutes, was suddenly broken by the sight of a man in black
pants and a grey shirt climbing a tree.

The radio operator whispered, “A sniper!®

As SGT Thunader trained his weapon on the tree, he suddenly
burst into a wide grin. The sniper was a large hairy orangutan
and the platoon was comprised of some of the ape's more friendly

companions.

“They sure as hell fooled me,” guipped the seasoned Ivyman.

i || - by =

NOT LONG NOW—Ivymen of the 1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry wail to be airlified into an enemy area.

ke

4th Aviation Battalion choppers recently lifted a Regulars’ company into an area near Ban Blech.
{USA Photo by PFC Willlam Gruber)
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